78 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
Two parties have recently claimed to have bivouacked without tents at greater altitudes, Mr Reginald Rankin having been overtaken by darkness on his descent from Aconcagua in 1902 at an elevation which he estimates at 22,000 feet, and Dr T* G. Longstafi having stated that he, with guide and porter, passed a night in the snow, with no other coverings than the clothes they were wearing, at an altitude which he thinks was 23,000 feet. It may be noted that, in the last two cases, the altitudes claimed were not determined by any kind of measurement, and, being only estimated, cannot be placed against measured ones.
The possible exception referred to is the highest camp of Messrs Monrad Aas and Rubenson on their ascent of Kabru, which they place at * about 22,600 feet*' This altitude is based on aneroid readings, apparently not compared with simultaneous ones at a measured lower station, and the aneroid not being checked by boiling-point observations. Hence it can scarcely be regarded as more accurate than an ordinary estimate* From the account given by Mr Rubenson in the August 1908 Alpine Journal, it appears, that three high